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UNESCO
INT'L ARTS EDUCQTION WEEK

The arts make vivid the fact that neither
words in their literal form nor numbers
exhaust what we can know.

(Elliot Eisner, 2002)

Honoring Cultural Diversity in Dance Education 13
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DANCE AS NON VERBAL
EXPRESSION

» Not universal; rather carries unique cultural values and difference.
» Pedagogy becomes a meeting point through which to value difference.

» Pedagogy communicates:
* Emotional
¢ Physical
* Social
* Cognitive
* And rational learning processes.

Each with own meanings

~N

DANCE EDUCATION

» Named when dance entfered formal education
» Began with western values in formal education.
» Dance educationin all forms has existed for much longer.

14 =T 80lesis| M4kt StedEs YHEEY



WHAT IS DANCE? WHAT DEFINES
DANCE AS AN ART FORM?

» Can only be defined within specific context.
 "Dancing is moving, but not all moving is dancing” (Gill, 2012, p. 11)

» Dance is "arich and interesting expressive form through which to view
cultural perceptions about the human body” (Dils & Allright, 2013, p. xvii).

« "ltis sufficient to say that whatever is labelled ‘dance’, and accepted as
such by those who do it and watchiit, is regarded as ‘dance’ (Adshead,
1981, p. 4).

N

Honoring Cultural Diversity in Dance Education
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HOW DO WE TALK ABOUT DANCE?

* Talking about the whole person and not the Cartesian mind/body split
(Damasio, 1994)

+ Movement is primary to the being (Sheets-Johnstone, 2011), but all
movement is not dance.

» Talking about dance becomes complex and resides in different disciplines
such as philosophy, history, anthropology and psychology.

DANCE MADE, AND FOR WHAT
OSE? HOW IS DANCE PERFORMED, AND
FOR WHAT PURPOSE?

* Religion
- Life cycles: medicine, fertility, initiation, marriage, and funeral

* War and peace

» Seduction and play

* Perpetuation of social custom, status and relationships.

« It can be politics and subversion.

« It can also be about expression, entertainment and socialization.
* Manner itis made: spontaneous, created, established.

~N

16
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S, OR FEELINGS? HOW DO SOCIAL
CONTEXTS SHAPE THE MAKING AND
INTERPRETATION OF DANCE?

* From a perspective of bodily becoming, then, dancing is
not only the medium in which human culture persists, it is
also the means by which given shapes of culture appear.
Culture— its fools, roles, and modes of communication—
are what humans create as they mobilize the sensory
awareness of themselves as movement that the practice of
ritual dancing brings to life. Dancing exercises the capacity
that is required to use any tool, word, or power in a human
manner. (Lamothe, 2015, p. 183)

IS DANCED PASSED FROM ONE
ENERATION TO THE NEXT? HOW DOES IT
CHANGE?

» Contextuadlly specific

« When context is not the dance form's real context, then contextual
information needs to be included.

» Formal
» Non-formal
* Informal education

KS CONVEY MEANINGS,

Honoring Cultural Diversity in Dance Education 17
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CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE
PEDAGOGY

» Non-European pedagogy: Imitation

« Contextualizing is important

* Naming: nothingis value or culturally neutral.

» Teaching: not only about movement but about the entire cultural

perspective of both the movement and the mover

18



N

VALUING DIFFERENCE THROUGH
DANCE

 Look to educational theories not concerning a specific subject.
+ Theories of Jerome Bruner, educational psychologist.

~N

BRUNER

» Evolution led to us, as humans, “to utilize the tools of culture” (1996, p. 3)
meaning that "learning and thinking are always situated in a cultural
setting...” (1996, p. 4).

» Ourintersubjectivity allows us, as humans, to negotiate between cultures, but
“our Western pedagogical tradition hardly does justice to the importance of
intersubjectivity in fransmitting culture” (p. 20).

» Western framed pedagogy tends to ignore culture.

Honoring Cultural Diversity in Dance Education 19
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DANCE HONORING CULTURAL
DIVERSITY

Engage in context specific and culturally responsive pedagogy

* Remove
* Hierarchies
+ Colonialism
* Appropriation
* simple lack of awareness
* Emphasize the education and leaming process as the location of how we
define ourselves as humans willing to thoughtfully engage with the world.
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