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Abstract

The Mentalities of the East and the West Toward Nature,
Man, and Dance

Malborg Kim, Ph.D.
Professor of Dance
Ewha Womans University

This study has the underlying assumption that the mentalities of the East and
the West toward nature and man have influenced their views on dance, and deals
with the historical progression of these concepts and the differences in their
interrelationships in the two spheres of influence. Views on nature and man form the
basis of paradigms in both worlds, and as dance may be considered the most
primitive yet fundamental means of reconciling nature and man, it was thought that
there would be a certain degree of consistency of view and similarity of approach
toward dance; indeed, the study results confirmed such consistency and similarity in
the perception of nature, man, and dance. The primary differences in the paradigms
of the East and the West include orientation toward nature vs. man, singular vs.
wholistic theoretical framework, acceptance vs. rejection of the transcendental quality
of nature and man, and a likewise singular vs. dualistic theoretical framework toward
the body-mind problem. Such views were clearly manifested in the prevalent forms of
dance.
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