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Abstract

A Study on the Idea of Dance During the Korea Civilization Period

Lee,Mi Young, Ph.D.
Lecturer of Ewha Womans University, KukMin University

The enlightenment ideas that swept the late Chosun dynasty was a principal
ideology of one era that had not been formed by one particular element but by
various social, academic fields related to politics, economy, society, religion and
philosophy. Therefore, studying what influences such enlightenment ideas have
exerted on dance like they have done on the other literary or musical fields and what
those enlightenment thinkers thought of dance is important for understanding the
history of dance.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the streams and characteristics of
dance of that time - centering around the enlightenment ideas appeared before and
after the opening of ports to foreign trade in the latter period of the 19th century. In
this study, the decline, transformations and developments of dance in the midst of the
contlicts between the old and new cultures and social upheavals are investigated, and
the meaning of this investigation in the present circumstances of dance is presented.

It seems that dance played a pioneering of dance is presented modern culture
since it penetrated deeply into the bottom of society mainly through its playground,
the theatre, when the vestiges and evils of feudalism still strongly survived. Therefore,
the author of this study thinks that an approach to the history of dance ideas is
significant for studying the history of Korean dance.
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