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Abstract

The Art and Achievements of Kim, Chang-Ha

Ki-Suk Sung
Professor of Dance
Taejeon University

In spite of the considerable contributions to the art world of the King Sun-jo
period, late Chosun dynasty, Kim Chang-ha has not been given much weight in the
history of Korean dance. This is because of the lack of relevant records, especially on
his dance. A few comments in “Cheonak Sunsaeng-an” and “Akin-yeolj n” say that
he in union with prince Hy -myoung played a leading role in creating about thirty
court dances and songs.

Kim Chang-ha was an inherited musician working for Jangak-won, the Royla
Music Academy of Chosun dynasty, and originally he majored in Kayageum but
showed a remarkable talent for court dance and music, too.

From the 27th year of King Sun-jo period(1827) to the 29th year of the same
period(1829), he directed all kinds of court feasts, devoting himself to create court
dances and musics and teach Kisaengs various kinds of art. It is not too much to say that
he led all court entertainments from the King Sun-jo to the King Hyun-jong period.

As a Jangak-won member, he worked as a Kacheonak and a Cheonak and
played a main role in building the golden age of the court music and dance of the late
Chosun dynasty.

The court music and dance of the King Sun-jo period had some unique
characteristics compared with those of the early Chosun dynasty; the late court arts
rather concentrated on artistry and Koreaniging ancient Chineses (i.e., Tang music
and dance) arts, while the early ones were somehow political or ideological to justify
the foundation of Chosun dynasty. Variety in form and expressional style was another
characteristic, which was the result from the united efforts of Kim Chang-ha and
prince Hy -myoung. But most of all, what we should pay special attention to is that
Kim Chang-ha agreed with prince Hy -myoung’s will to eliminate the political chaos
of that time caused by the excessive interventions of the Powerful noble families
through largescaled court feasts.
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