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ABSTRACT

Expression of Sexuality-ldentity in the Early 20th Century’s
American Dance History

Ye-Soon Lee
Professor
Department of Dance The Korean National University of Physical Education

Socially accepted sex role has been automatically inherited in traditional dance
forms, including Romantic or Classical ballet. That is, traditional dance forms
inherited from the given biology of the sex roles hold true: men are expected to be
strong, to lift, to support, to have good endurance, to leap high and move through
space. Women are expected to be light, erotic, sensual, lyric and space enclosing.
However, fixed ideas on body, sex role, and sexuality were tremendously changed in
the beginning of 20th century due to radical social and political movements. This kind
of radical idea was revealed or represented in the new dance forms in the 20th
century’s dances.

Recent dance performance and scholarship have increasingly addressed the
idea of the body and of gender as socially constructed. This study is also to discuss on
dancer’s expression of sexuality-identity in his/her dance performance. In order to
deal with the topic, the study mainly focuses on the early 20th century’s dance in
America ranged from Isadora Ducan, Ruth St. Dennis & Ted Shawn, Martha
Graham, George Balanchine, and Merce Cunningham. The discussion can be
summarized in two folds. First, traditional roles are less clear in the beginning of 20th
century's dances. Second, as part of the new definition of work and roles for men
and women in the 20th century, the dancer is demanding the right to use mind and
body in expressive behavior that is not usual for the dancer.

In conclusion, the 20°’th century men and women want to be atiractive and
energetic at the same time. Just as the world at large has energy crises, dancers face
these crises in their every movement. Dancers have to have interest in how people
use, hold, and express their energy. This implies the development of craft and system
and structure. Dancers are challenging moral activity through the organization of
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physical activity. Both men and women dancers have redefined the range of what is
available to the human condition. [ hope that this research contributes to bring further
discussion on sexuality-identity in dance performances, such as post-modem dance

form in the late 20th century.

20N 0| 27| HOHP A LR SFNY BH - 129



	20세기 미국 초기 현대무용사에 나타난 성정체성 표현
	Ⅰ. 서론
	Ⅱ. 춤과 성정체성의 표현
	Ⅲ. 20세기 초기 미국 무용가들의 성정체성 표현
	Ⅳ. 결론
	참고문헌
	ABSTRACT


