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ABSTRACT

A study on the Dance of Gisaeng Association
in Japanese imperialism period
- from 1908 to 1915 -

Young-Hee Kim
A Member of Korea Dance Alliance

There were Gisaeng as the Korean dancer of Japanese imperialism period in
Korean Dance History. Gisaeng was active on the Gisaeng Association to the end of
1910’s from 1908. In these time Gisaeng tumed the traditional dance over the next
dance generation, and they created the new dance style to be based on the traditional
dance.

At first Gisaeng was organized the name of ‘the office of Gisaeng association’
by Japanese imperialism, but in 1913 ‘KwangGyo Gisaeng association’ and ‘Dadong
Gisaeng association’ was founded by Gisaeng themselves. Gisaeng organized ‘the
Gisaeng association’ by themselves. Only Gisaeng except the keepers of the brothel
rolled importantly to overcome the problem of the keepers of a brothel, and the
Gisaeng association defined the difference of the Gisaeng as a performer and the
Gisaeng as a whore. Gisaeng danced at the concert of Gisaeng association and the
charity concert (for school, orphan, sufferers) and as a guest artist. Gradually Gisaeng
established as a professional dancer.

There are several significant in Gisaeng Association to the view of Korean
dance history. First, Gisaeng Association made a new active style to be dancer from
1908 to 1910’s. In Chosun dynasty period, Gisaeng actived at Chang-Ak-Won (the
court music office) and Kyo-Bang-cheongfthe local music office). After Gisaeng
Association, Kwon-Beon took a roll of whole music office instead of Gisaeng
Association. Especially through the Japanese imperialism period the active style of
Gisaeng made by Gisaeng Association.

Second, Gisaeng Association was a kind of Korean dance and music school
and it planned concert in these time (from 1908 to 1910’s). After abolition of Chang-
Ak-Won, on the stage of modernization, Gisaeng Association taught the Korean
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dance to Gisaeng also there were many dance teacher. Many performance was
created by GiSaeng association. They also planned many performance. Specially
DaDong, KwangGyo Gisaeng association performed again the court dance and they
made fix a folk dance as a formal stage dance.

Third, Korean dance of Gisaeng association period that was trying to find the
new concept of Korean dance in the condition of modernization. The dance enjoying
the elegance(Poong Ryu) in the playroom had been continued, but the CheougJae for
the king is vanished and it was changed to the theater performance. With changing of
the audience and the stage Gisaeng was groping the new concept of dance.

Gisaeng association was maintained about 10 years. It changed to KwonBeon
from the end of 1910’s. Even though it was not long time but Gisaeng organized
their own association and they handed down the Korean traditional dance and
performed them. We should give attention to ‘Gisaeng association’ on the view of
Korean dance history.
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