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Abstract

The Artistic World of Kim, Chunheung

Myungsook Kim
Professor of Dance
Ewha Womans University

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate Kim Chunheung’s
activities and achievements and his art world represented in his works.
We would call him a scholar and master of dance music who has lived
as an artiste and has been called “a living history of dance” and “an
orthodox successor of Korean court dance.” Regardless of the age of
almost one hundred years old, he has exerted himself to restore and
bequeath Jungjae. He is the best artiste in personality and learning
throughout the Korean music and dance circles. Kim Chunheung’s art
world can be summarized as follows.

First, he devoted his whole life to the restoration and succession of
Jungjae in court and so he got his nickname “the pronoun of restoration
of court dance” In spite of his old age(ninety-six), he has worked as a
senior instructor in The National Center for Korean Traditional
Performing Arts and has advised his juniors about the study of Jungjae.

Second, he choreographed several musical sketches and drama for
children and presented new ways of Korean creative dance. He placed
emphasis on the importance of new experiment and put his heart into
creative works on the basis of tradition.

Third, he showed a keen interest in Korean folk dance in addition
to Jungjae in court and apprenticed himself to Han Sungjoon and
contributed to the development of Korean folk dance.

Fourth, besides performances he laid stress on the systematic studies
and curricula of Korean dance and contributed to the development of
Korean dance studies. He wrote various musical scores about Jungjae and
became a pioneer of Korean music and dance.

Fifth, he managed a scholarship fund. He raised the fund by
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donating his retirement allowance and his prize money and his private
assets. The fund will be of help for the students who study Korean
music and dance.

Kim Chunheung’s life and art world seems like a great mountain of
Korean traditional dance. His dance touched people’s heartstrings and he
is the last artiste of the time.

Key Words: kim, Chunheung, Court dance, traditional dance,
Chunaeng—jon, Cheoyong-rang
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